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1999 Similar Schools Ranks

In April of 2000, the Technical Design Group (TDG) of the Advisory Committee for the Public Schools
Accountability Act of 1999 (PSAA) completed a report describing the construction and interpretation
of the Academic Performance Index (API) decile ranks relative to schools with similar characteristics
required by the PSAA.  This report, PSAA Technical Report 00-1, focused on the 1999 similar schools
ranks (SSRs) published in April 2000.  The April similar schools ranks reported a school’s 1999 Base
API relative to a selected group of similar schools.  The report included seven sections:

1. A summary of the PSAA legislation pertaining to similar schools.
2. The definitions and data sources for the similar characteristics defined in law.
3. A description of the review and analyses undertaken by the TDG.
4. A description of the approach adopted for determining SSRs.
5. A discussion of the interpretation of decile ranks.
6. Questions and answers about the SSRs.
7. Appendices:

A. Listing of TDG members and their affiliations.
B. Graphic displays illustrating the calculation of the SSRs.
C. Tables showing the descriptive statistics for elementary, middle, and high schools.
D. Tables showing the correlations for elementary, middle, and high schools.

Further information concerning PSAA Technical Report 00-1 can be obtained by contacting the
California Department of Education, Policy and Evaluation Division, at (916) 657-2757 or
<psaa@cde.ca.gov>.

2000 Similar Schools Ranks

The 2000 similar schools ranks were calculated using the same methodology as that employed for the
1999 similar schools ranks.  For a description of the similar schools ranks methodology, please refer to
PSAA Technical Report 00-1. Note that sources for some of the data elements included in these
calculations have changed; please refer to page 6 of Explanatory Notes for the 2000 Academic
Performance Index Base Report.

This 2001 Supplement to PSAA Technical Report 00-1 provides the descriptive statistics and
correlations tables for elementary, middle, and high schools specific to the 2000 Base API similar
schools ranks calculations.  This information supplements Appendices C and D of PSAA Technical
Report 00-1. Regression coefficients comprise the rightmost columns of Appendix C.
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Correlation
with

min max min max mean median std. dev'n variance API Model 1b Model 2b

Socioeconomic Indicators

Average Parent Educationc 1 5 1.00 5.00 2.70 2.65 0.76 0.58 0.83 7.419 n/a
% of Pupils Participating in 
xxFree or Reduced Price 
xxLunch Program

0 100 0.00 100.00 53.98 56.25 31.72 1006.17 -0.90 -0.157 -0.285

English Learners
% of Pupils Classified As 
xxEnglish Learners

0 100 0.00 94.58 28.02 21.76 24.18 584.56 -0.77 -0.0951 -0.115

Racial/Ethnic Groups
% African American not 
xxHispanic

0 100 0.00 98.11 8.38 3.59 12.32 151.84 -0.24 1.384 1.672

% American Indian or  
xxAlaska Native

0 100 0.00 90.71 0.82 0.39 2.25 5.04 0.03 1.214 1.445

% Asian 0 100 0.00 88.60 7.90 3.30 11.75 138.09 0.29 1.636 1.962
% Filipino 0 100 0.00 77.37 2.32 0.88 4.78 22.88 0.13 1.589 1.886
% Hispanic or Latino 0 100 0.00 100.00 42.64 37.73 29.50 869.98 -0.80 1.440 1.705
% Pacific Islander 0 100 0.00 23.45 0.64 0.28 1.22 1.49 0.02 1.673 1.721
% White not Hispanic 0 100 0.00 99.15 36.29 31.36 28.95 837.93 0.77 1.533 1.818
% Multiple or No Response 0 100 0.00 36.42 1.01 0.31 2.05 4.20 0.11 1.439 1.707

Teacher Credentials
% of Teachers with Full 
xxCredentials

0 100 12.20 100.00 86.32 90.90 14.13 199.80 0.58 0.0189 0.0133

% of Teachers with 
xxEmergency Credentials

0 100 0.00 84.60 12.15 8.60 12.35 152.42 -0.54 -0.0189 -0.0133

Year Round

Year Round Indicatorc 0 1 0.00 1.00 0.26 0.00 0.44 0.19 -0.37 -1.275 -1.635

School Mobility
% of Pupils First Attending 
xxThis School in Current 

0 100 0.00 100.00 18.91 16.70 12.61 158.97 -0.16 -0.0522 -0.0548

Class Size
Average, Grades K-3 1 * 11.50 31.14 19.40 19.31 1.44 2.08 0.02 0a 0a

Average, Grades 4-6 1 * 13.90 50.00 29.16 29.30 2.86 8.17 0.05 0a 0a

Average, Core Academic 
xxCourses in 
xxDepartmentalized 
xxPrograms

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Parent Education Response
% of Pupils with Parent 
xxEducation Data

0 100 0.00 100.00 71.99 85.70 31.74 1007.44 n/a n/a n/a

* There is no theoretical maximum value for average class size.
a Certain variables are excluded from the model. See discussion beginning on p. 10 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.
b Model 1 includes the parent education variable, Model 2 does not.
c A definition of this variable is provided on p. 3 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.

"n/a" means not applicable.

Appendix C: Descriptive Statistics for Elementary Schools (4776 schools, 
xxxxxxxxxxx weighted by the number of tests contributing to the API)

Note: Data above exclude schools with fewer than 100 valid test scores. Also excluded are schools serving non-traditional student 
xxpopulations (such as schools under the jurisdiction of a county board of education or county superintendent of schools, community 
xxday schools, and alternative schools, including continuation schools) unless these schools specifically elected to participate in the 
xxmain API accountability system. Charter schools serving a traditional student population with 100 or more valid test scores are 
xxincluded.

Coefficient a

in
Measures of 
DispersionActual

Ranges Central 
Tendenc yTheoretical
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Correlation
with

min max min max mean median std. dev'n variance API Model 1b Model 2b

Socioeconomic Indicators

Average Parent Educationc 1 5 1.00 4.60 2.85 2.83 0.68 0.46 0.87 10.151 n/a
% of Pupils Participating in 
xxFree or Reduced Price 
xxLunch Program

0 100 0.00 100.00 46.20 44.32 28.24 797.49 -0.90 -0.124 -0.239

English Learners
% of Pupils Classified As 
xxEnglish Learners

0 100 0.00 88.82 20.89 16.37 17.37 301.83 -0.76 -0.109 -0.164

Racial/Ethnic Groups
% African American not 
xxHispanic

0 100 0.00 87.50 8.64 4.06 11.81 139.56 -0.33 1.089 1.471

% American Indian or  
xxAlaska Native

0 100 0.00 49.45 0.79 0.44 1.48 2.18 0.07 0.850 0.927

% Asian 0 100 0.00 67.41 8.19 4.07 10.85 117.83 0.32 1.475 1.912
% Filipino 0 100 0.00 49.02 2.67 1.23 4.79 22.93 0.08 1.344 1.799
% Hispanic or Latino 0 100 0.00 99.25 40.99 36.38 27.77 771.17 -0.81 1.282 1.597
% Pacific Islander 0 100 0.00 11.98 0.66 0.36 0.98 0.96 -0.01 1.356 1.177
% White not Hispanic 0 100 0.00 100.00 36.98 33.60 27.62 762.88 0.80 1.356 1.762
% Multiple or No Response 0 100 0.00 14.36 1.07 0.39 1.83 3.34 0.13 1.321 1.567

Teacher Credentials
% of Teachers with Full 
xxCredentials

0 100 33.30 100.00 84.65 87.80 13.34 177.93 0.63 0.0591 0.0486

% of Teachers with 
xxEmergency Credentials

0 100 0.00 78.60 14.27 12.00 11.16 124.56 -0.59 -0.0591 -0.0486

Year Round

Year Round Indicatorc 0 1 0.00 1.00 0.10 0.00 0.30 0.09 -0.27 -2.025 -2.177

School Mobility
% of Pupils First Attending 
xxThis School in Current 

0 100 0.00 100.00 18.12 13.20 17.41 303.07 -0.11 -0.00543 -0.0131

Class Size
Average, Grades K-3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Average, Grades 4-6 1 * 3.00 46.00 29.63 29.46 3.06 9.35 0.02 0a 0a

Average, Core Academic 
xxCourses in 
xxDepartmentalized 
xxPrograms

1 * 8.50 38.32 28.38 28.44 2.64 6.97 0.10 0a 0a

Parent Education Response
% of Pupils with Parent 
xxEducation Data

0 100 0.00 100.00 74.75 84.60 26.81 718.92 n/a n/a n/a

* There is no theoretical maximum value for average class size.
a Certain variables are excluded from the model. See discussion beginning on p. 10 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.
b Model 1 includes the parent education variable, Model 2 does not.
c A definition of this variable is provided on p. 3 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.

"n/a" means not applicable.

Appendix C: Descriptive Statistics for Middle Schools (1124 schools, 
xxxxxxxxxxx weighted by the number of tests contributing to the API)

Note: Data above exclude schools with fewer than 100 valid test scores. Also excluded are schools serving non-traditional student 
xxpopulations (such as schools under the jurisdiction of a county board of education or county superintendent of schools, community 
xxday schools, and alternative schools, including continuation schools) unless these schools specifically elected to participate in the 
xxmain API accountability system. Charter schools serving a traditional student population with 100 or more valid test scores are 
xxincluded.

Measures of 
Dispersion

Central 
Tendency

Ranges
inActual

Coefficient a

Theoretical
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Correlation
with

min max min max mean median std. dev'n variance API Model 1b Model 2b

Socioeconomic Indicators

Average Parent Educationc 1 5 1.46 4.75 2.92 2.95 0.65 0.43 0.93 15.984 n/a
% of Pupils Participating in 
xxFree or Reduced Price 
xxLunch Program

0 100 0.00 100.00 32.41 26.67 24.58 604.30 -0.81 0a -0.116

English Learners
% of Pupils Classified As 
xxEnglish Learners

0 100 0.00 73.52 16.04 12.21 13.85 191.79 -0.70 -0.0911 -0.186

Racial/Ethnic Groups
% African American not 
xxHispanic

0 100 0.00 76.14 7.74 3.71 10.46 109.42 -0.34 0.812 1.356

% American Indian or  
xxAlaska Native

0 100 0.00 66.32 0.86 0.51 1.82 3.30 0.05 0.975 0.994

% Asian 0 100 0.00 72.26 9.52 5.14 12.01 144.33 0.32 1.190 1.844
% Filipino 0 100 0.00 53.12 3.03 1.48 5.12 26.18 0.02 1.007 1.640
% Hispanic or Latino 0 100 1.64 98.60 36.86 30.67 26.16 684.30 -0.81 1.062 1.446
% Pacific Islander 0 100 0.00 15.20 0.69 0.39 1.04 1.08 -0.03 0.931 0.931
% White not Hispanic 0 100 0.00 93.74 40.04 38.76 27.03 730.83 0.76 1.068 1.689
% Multiple or No Response 0 100 0.00 16.12 1.26 0.43 2.10 4.42 0.09 1.165 1.247

Teacher Credentials
% of Teachers with Full 
xxCredentials

0 100 35.70 100.00 86.89 88.40 9.51 90.38 0.50 0.0528 0.0504

% of Teachers with 
xxEmergency Credentials

0 100 0.00 65.60 12.86 12.30 8.24 67.94 -0.48 -0.0528 -0.0504

Year Round

Year Round Indicatorc 0 1 0.00 1.00 0.06 0.00 0.23 0.05 -0.34 0a 0a

School Mobility
% of Pupils First Attending 
xxThis School in Current 

0 100 0.00 100.00 15.53 10.10 19.31 372.73 -0.10 -0.0143 -0.0196

Class Size
Average, Grades K-3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Average, Grades 4-6 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Average, Core Academic 
xxCourses in 
xxDepartmentalized 
xxPrograms

1 * 9.19 39.38 27.99 27.88 2.61 6.80 0.00 -0.0261 0a

Parent Education Response
% of Pupils with Parent 
xxEducation Data

0 100 0.00 100.00 79.36 87.90 23.75 564.28 n/a n/a n/a

* There is no theoretical maximum value for average class size.
a Certain variables are excluded from the model. See discussion beginning on p. 10 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.
b Model 1 includes the parent education variable, Model 2 does not.
c A definition of this variable is provided on p. 3 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.

"n/a" means not applicable.

Appendix C: Descriptive Statistics for High Schools (852 schools, 
xxxxxxxxxxx weighted by the number of tests contributing to the API)

Note: Data above exclude schools with fewer than 100 valid test scores. Also excluded are schools serving non-traditional student 
xxpopulations (such as schools under the jurisdiction of a county board of education or county superintendent of schools, community 
xxday schools, and alternative schools, including continuation schools) unless these schools specifically elected to participate in the 
xxmain API accountability system. Charter schools serving a traditional student population with 100 or more valid test scores are 
xxincluded.

Coefficient a

Theoretical Actual in
Ranges Central 

Tendency
Measures of 
Dispersion
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